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National Friends Group of the Year Award

On May 24th Friends President Judy Bautch went
to Washington DC to accept the 2017 Molly Krival
Friends Group of the Year Award! We are so
honored to receive this award. It is from the
National Wildlife Refuge Association and
recognizes outstanding contributions by the
Friends organization who provide essential
services to the Refuge System. We worked hard
this year to earn this great accomplishment.
National Wildlife Refuge Association President Geoffrey L. Haskett commended us
in stating, “this Friends group embodies a strong positive influence within the
refuge and the surrounding community. They support the refuge in every way
that they can and have clearly worked tirelessly to help their refuge grow and
prosper.” Thank you to all of our Friends members and to everybody who helped
us achieve so many wonderful accomplishments in advancing the mission of the
Refuge System. We are proud to accept this esteemed award and
of all of our accomplishments this last year!

Fun Facts About
Our Local Wildlife
By Scott Lee
Another quiz to test your
knowledge - this time
matching some of the critters
you might find at the refuge
(or could have in the past)
with what the male and
female of that species are
called. Can you match up the following critters with what
you would call the male & female (such as Goats would be
called Billy & Nanny)? The answers can be found later in
the newsletter.
_______ Badger

A. Drake & Hen

_______ Bee

B. Jack & Jill

_______ Opossum

C. Buck & Doe

_______ Dragonfly

D. Gander & Goose

_______ Duck

E. Tom & Jenny

_______ Elk

F. Drone & Queen

_______ Fox

G. Tiercel & Hen

Saturday, July 15th at 6 AM to 8:30 AM—Sunrise Yoga and Canoeing
Join us for sunrise yoga and meditation by the observation deck led by Stephanie Helmers of
Zen & Pow yoga studio. Then head down to Kiep’s Island boat ramp for canoeing and a
wonderful wildlife experience. Relax and rejuvenate while connecting with nature at the
refuge! Please contact Jennifer Lilla to make a reservation at (608) 5392311 ext. 6 or email at jennifer_lilla@fws.gov.

_______ Goose

H. Boar & Sow

_______ Hawk

I. Bull & Cow

_______ Pheasant

K. King & Queen

Saturday, August 19th at 9 AM—Picture the Prairie
Capture the beauty of the prairie! Learn how to use our fun smartphone
lens attachments that enhance your photos. Then go on a guided wildflower hike by our prairie experts and either relax and enjoy the hike or
enjoy using our phone attachments to take fun and beautiful photos of the prairie. Meet at
the Outdoor Wonders Learning Center. Bring your smartphone or tablet if you would like to
take photos.
For more event information and to see a list of other upcoming events go to our

_______ Turkey

L. Tod & Vixen

_______ Whitetail Deer

M. Cock & Hen

Save The Dates!
Saturday, July 15th at 9 AM to Noon—Celebrate Pollinators!
Flutters, Flowers, and Fun celebrates the bees, birds, butterflies, beetles,
and bats that help to pollinate our ecosystems. We will be celebrating with
a wildflower and butterfly hike, local experts, followed by special guest
speaker Carol L.abuzzetta. Don’t miss the opportunity to learn about
conserving these vital creatures! TNWR EVENTS WEBPAGE

Photo: Redheaded Woodpecker by Donald Severson

This Years Up and Coming Youngsters:
Gosling, Black-capped chickadees, White-tailed Fawn, Monarch caterpillar, Sandhill Crane Colts

A Note from the Friends President
Summer Greetings!
It is the first day of Summer as I write this. It is always so amazing to watch
the changes that occur as the season progresses. Now the trees are in full
leaf, the birds are feeding young and the prairie is bursting with color. Prairie
flowers have gone from the pale pink and white to the more bold blue, yellow
and orange. A great time to get out and spend time in the Refuge!
On May 24, I had the honor and privilege to accept an award for the Friends Group of the
year from the National Wildlife Refuge Association in Washington D.C. We were nominated by
Refuge Manager, Vickie Hirschboeck. Thank you Vickie! There are 562 National Wildlife
Refuges and over 230 Friends groups. We are a small and relatively new group but we were
recognized for seeing a need and then taking action. Yes, we were able to build the OWL Center,
but we were also able to provide lunches for the disabled hunters, to provide funding for invasive
species removal, fund speakers for special events and more. Receiving recognition from the
National Wildlife Refuge Association is among the highest forms of validation for the work of our
Friends group. This is huge!! Every one of our members can feel proud of what we do. Every
member has made a contribution to this effort. Membership fees are our most significant source of
income, so each of you have made a difference. Thank you! We can all feel proud of what we
have been able to do together. Our challenge now is to keep this effort moving!
The refuge is planning a nice pollinator celebration on July 15th with a special guest
speaker and some other activities. Come out and support the pollinators that brighten the prairie!
(See Save the Date for more information) Have you seen a Monarch Butterfly this year? I have
not, but the patch of dill in my garden is a nursery for Giant Swallowtail caterpillars. It is so
refreshing to watch and learn about the phenomenon of nature that surrounds us! Enjoy Summer
and I hope to see you soon at the Refuge.

A Note from the Refuge Manager

Would you like to contact the refuge?
Here’s how!

Call 608-539-2311

or visit the website @
http://www.fws.gov/refuge/trempealeau/
Visit the refuge Facebook page for
current refuge information
and “Like” them!

Judith C. Bautch, President

Friends of Trempealeau Refuge
W28488 Refuge Road
Trempealeau, WI 54661
608.539.2311
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It’s hard to believe that July is upon us already. This is the time of year
when the staff gets a bit of a break from school groups and has time to catch
up on paperwork, and begin preparations for the fall hunting seasons. We
also finish year-end spending and budget balancing, and begin scheduling
equipment for maintenance. All while at the same time taking care of visitor
needs, cutting and trimming grass, mowing invasive plants, adjusting water
control structures, and planning for the upcoming fall school visits. So even though it may seem
like a sleepy, quite place, the staff is working behind the scenes at a frantic pace to keep the train
on the tracks. It’s a good time thank the hard work and dedication of the staff – “Good job and
thanks for all you do”!

Vickie Hirschboeck, Refuge Manager

A Bumble Bee Buzzkill

The rusty patched bumble bee recently became an endangered species on January 11th, 2016. Historically this large pollinator
was found in Trempealeau County, WI and was widespread in the United States 20 years ago. Since then it has had a dramatic
decline with abundance and distribution plummeting by approximately 88 percent. Today we can only find it in a few places
within 13 states and 1 Canadian province. Threats to the bumble bee include: loss of habitat;
disease and parasites; use of insecticides; climate change, which affects the availability of the
flowers they depend on; and small population size-related effects. How can we help the rusty
patched bumble bee? Creating habitat, avoiding or reducing insecticide use, managing compatible
habitat, and gathering data. Citizen science projects like bumblebeewatch.org are a great way to
help gather information on the rusty patched bumble bee.

Answers to matching quiz: Badger (H. Boar & Sow), Bee ( F. Drone & Queen), Opossum (B. Jack & Jill), Dragonfly
(K. King & Queen), Duck (A. Drake & Hen), Elk (I. Bull & Cow), Fox (L. Tod & Vixen), Goose (D. Gander & Goose), Hawk
(G. Tiercel & Hen), Pheasant (M. Cock & Hen), Turkey (E. Tom & Jenny), Whitetail Deer (C. Buck & Doe)

The Friends of Trempealeau Refuge is committed to providing an independent citizen voice for the protection, conservation,
and enhancement of fish and wildlife and their habitats at Trempealeau National Wildlife Refuge.

