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Friends Focus...

Refuge Volunteers
By Dana Schelling, Refuge Ranger

Our amazing refuge volunteers were celebrated and
honored during the Annual Volunteer Appreciation
Banquet with over 35 volunteers participating. This year’s
theme was Bats. The attendees had fun playing a bat trivia
game created by intern Aidan Coey while enjoying a dinner
hosted by the Refuge staff. This year’s Outstanding
Volunteer Award of the Year was presented to Bruce Bartel
and Jeff Lockhart. Bruce is one of the visitor services and
environmental education volunteers. He has been
instrumental with educational programs, assisting with
interpretive programs, tern surveys , greeting visitors at the
observation deck, and sharing his photography talent by
taking photos for social media. Jeff is one of the biology
volunteers. He has contributed as a deck volunteer, helping
with environmental education and special events,
participating in the Black Tern survey and assisting with
Bald Eagle nest monitoring. After completing WI DNR
citizen science training, Jeff conducted Lupine and Karner
Blue butterfly occupancy surveys.

The Volunteer Excellence Award was presented to Jean
Ledman who served as Deck Volunteers Coordinator for
ten years . She also volunteers for garden work days,
luminary hikes, special events and helps with
environmental education.

This year, Refuge volunteers have donated over 952 hours.
Biology volunteers helped with surveys, invasive species
removal, garden workdays and Bluebird house monitoring.
Visitor services volunteers greeted visitors at the
observation deck, helped with school and interpretive
programs, special events, and outreach tables at community
events. The Refuge staff greatly appreciates the continued
support from our dedicated volunteers.
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Fun Facts About our Local Wildlife
By Scott Lee

Ahhh, Autumn

What a wonderful time to live in this area! The
Trempealeau National Wildlife Refuge, Perrot State
Park, the Mississippi River and the bluffs that
accompany it — it just doesn’t get any better than this
and then to have autumn arrive to accentuate it all.
Wow, life can’t get any better than this!

Where do I
start? I suppose
the obvious is
the incredible
beauty that
autumn brings
with the change
of colors. A
drive through
this part of the
country is
beautiful any
time of the year, but when those leaves change? Wow, it
is truly spectacular!

Then there’s the weather. The winters get pretty darned
cold here, as you will experience in a few months, and
the summers can get awfully hot, as you just found out.
Our autumns, however, find that perfect compromise

.. and it happens without the slushy mess of spring.

The wildlife also add to the wonderfulness of this
season. We are blessed with being such a “hot spot” for
the fall migration of our feathered friends. A drive
through the refuge or along the river is an incredible
pleasure with all the waterfowl hanging out and
replenishing their energy for the rest of their trip south.
A hike in the wooded areas is always a great experience
with the great variety of song birds doing the same thing

in their habitat-of-choice.



As the leaves change color and the air becomes crisp, that’s your queue that
summer is fading and it’s time to plan a visit to the refuge! September
through November are our peak viewing months for waterfowl migration.
Pelicans have been migrating through over the last month, the ducks are
slowly starting to arrive, and we are eagerly awaiting to welcome swans in
November. The refuge lies directly within the Mississippi River flyway
providing a premiere stop-over site for these birds to rest and feed during
their migration journey.

Want to witness fall migration at the refuge in person? Join us on
Saturday November 8th, for our
Waterfowl Fall Migration Celebration.
Where: Trempealeau National Wildlife Refuge, Observation Deck
When: 9:00 - 11:00 am
* Spotting scopes, binoculars, and bird identification guides will be
available for participants to use in a first come first serve basis.
*Stop by anytime during the duration of the event.
* As a courtesy of Friends of Trempealeau Refuge, we will have snacks
and hot beverages for participants to enjoy while they last.
Meet refuge staff and Friends members at the observation deck as they
assist with bird identification and answer your bird related questions.
Visitors can see migrating birds passing through the Refuge on their
journey south. Environment for the Americas Intern, Aidan Coey, will have
a table set up with information for World Migratory Bird Day, additional
informational brochures, stickers, and children’s activities! Come and join
us—all ages welcome!
Aidan Coey
Visitor Services Intern

A Note from the Friends President

Thousands of people visit Trempealeau National Wildlife Refuge every
year including many school groups. Recently, almost 100 Gale--Ettrick—
Trempealeau first graders came out for their Fall visit. The children spent
time in the OWL Center learning about trees in Fall, doing leaf rubbings,
checking out nature artifacts, hiking a trail, viewing wildlife from the
Observation Deck and exploring our Outdoor Playscape. We look forward
to having them return for their Winter visit. It is so nice to see kids out at
the Refuge exploring nature.

The Friends sponsored a September Nature Hike with Scott Lee who led
children and adults through the prairie and woods identifying plants,
wildlife, and anything they could find. Thank you to Scott for treating
folks to a fun Refuge adventure.

Lastly, the Friends are sponsoring a Movie Night at the OWL Center Oct.
22™ from 6:30 — 7:30. The film by Steven Marking is called “A Visit from
Wil Dilg” who was an environmental leader and founder of the Issac
Walton League. He led the grassroots effort to establish the Upper
Mississippi River National Wildlife and Fish Refuge.

See you at the Refuge this Fall.
Val Critzman, Friends President

The rest of the animal world found here
also do their part to entertain. They seem
to be more active and visible during this
season, as their focus is more on feeding
than fearing. The hibernators need to
fatten up before heading to their burrows
or dens or ponds to sleep away the cold
and snow of our winters. Those tough
enough to stick around and stay awake all
winter also need to put on some extra
pounds before the food supply dwindles
and is harder to come by. It truly is a great
time to get out and about, so don’t wait
until winter arrives and look back in
sorrow for missing that opportunity!
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Friends of Trempealeau Refuge
W28488 Refuge Road
Trempealeau, WI 54661
608.539.2311
http://www.friendsoftrempealeaurefuge.org

n ‘Would you like to contact the refuge?
Here’s how! Call 608-539-2311

For more information visit our website:
http://www.fws.gov/refuge/trempealeau/
Or the refuge Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/TrempealeauNWR

And “Like” us!

2025 BOARD MEMBERS
President: Val Critzman
Vice-President: Scott Lee
Treasurer: Al Wernecke
Secretary: Jane Wernecke
At Large Board Members
Judith Bautch
Gary Boyd
Mark Greylak
Marlene Nehring
Jim Welander

The Friends of Trempealeau Refuge is committed to providing an independent citizen voice for the protection, conserva-

tion, and enhancement of fish and wildlife and their habitats at Trempealeau National Wildlife Refuge.


http://www.friendsoftrempealeaurefuge.org/index.html

