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Hi Friends of Trempealeau NWR!
I wanted to take a minute to introduce myself. My
name is Casey Bryan and I am the new Refuge
Manager. I arrived the week of Thanksgiving, just
in time to enjoy peak swan migration. Since then,
I’ve been able to enjoy the beauty of the refuge
covered in fresh snow, the abundance of wildlife
(including a pileated woodpecker that spends his
day making swooping flights back and forth, past
my office window), and witness first-hand the
robust visitor use that we have at the refuge.
I can tell that Trempealeau NWR is a very special
place for a lot of people and I am honored to be
tasked with the stewardship of this jewel of a
refuge. I look forward to working with your
Friends group, as we move into the future, meeting
many of you face to face. Thank you for your
dedication to the refuge and its many resources.

It’s winter, and you are all needed! Not just for
shoveling or keeping the furnaces working or the car
functioning through the cold and snow. You’re also
needed to help keep the birds that are hanging
around in your neighborhood happy and healthy.
Winters in the Midwest can be very difficult for all
wildlife, but a simple birdfeeder or two can do
wonders in assisting our birds through their most
difficult season.
Any help you can give is good, but here are a few
tips that may make your “good” even better:
Store seed in a metal container in a cool, dry
location (dampness can lead to mold and
overheating destroys nutrition and taste).
Locate feeders to reduce window collisions –
within three feet from the windows, if possible
(about one billion birds die per year in the U.S. from
flying into windows).
Put your feeders at different levels (some birds are
ground feeders, some prefer trees, some prefer
bushes, etc. Levels = variety of birds).
A variety of seeds also means a variety of birds
(Black sunflower seeds are best for most but nyjer
thistle seed and peanuts in separate feeders is also
good. Mixtures are okay as most birds will eat
sunflower first, spilling millet and cracked corn for
ground feeders.)
Fruit and berries are great for the
“specialists” (robins, waxwings and bluebirds rarely
eat seeds).
Nectar for the hummingbirds is great, assuming
you feed in the summer/hummingbird season.

Birds at Trempealeau Refuge
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The annual Audubon Christmas Bird Count for
the Trempealeau, WI area was held Dec. 19.
Stephen Winter and Lisa Reid birded the
Trempealeau Refuge that day and recorded 24
species totaling 301 birds. Interesting finds
included 16 Bald Eagles, 4 Common
Goldeneye, 1 Sharp-shinned Hawk, 1 Barred
Owl, 1 American Kestrel, 1 American Robin
and 4 Purple Finch. Two Snowy Owls, seen at
the Refuge after Thanksgiving, were not found
during the count.

Other great news…….Weekend volunteers were again able to
greet visitors on our Observation Deck at the refuge from late
July through the end of October after a pause due to the
pandemic. Thanks to Darlene Ritter, Mary Hubbard, Jane & Al
Wernecke, Val & Ken Critzman, Mark Greylak, Bruce Bartel and
Jim Welander who greeted over 500 visitors from twelve
different states. During this time over 40 bird species were
sighted.
–Jean Ledman, Deck Coordinator

Discourage squirrels from eating
the foods (yeah, good luck with
that!!. If you have a fool-proof plan
for that, please let me know!) Poles
in open areas, baffles, placement at
least 10 feet from trees, and/or
separate squirrel feeders off in the
distance all help.
Keep cats inside. (They kill
hundreds of millions annually in the
U.S.)
Clean feeders and keep the spilled
seeds and mess raked up (at least
twice a year, spring and fall, or more
often if feeding through the summer)
A camera and binoculars by the
window can add to the enjoyment.

Note from the Friends President
Happy New Year Friends!!
Yesterday, I and two other board members had the
pleasure of meeting our new Trempealeau Refuge Manager,
Casey Bryan. She wanted to learn a little more about our Friends
group before our board meeting later this month. On behalf of our
Friends board, I want to welcome Casey to the Trempealeau
Refuge. We look forward to working together.
Since our annual Friends membership renewal letters went
out in November, we have been receiving many responses. I want
to say ‘thank you’ to all our members. Your generous donations
are greatly appreciated. The membership funds are used to
support the Refuge in many ways. We hope to sponsor some
events later this winter and into the spring months.
On April 7th we have our annual Friends meeting at the
OWL Center. Stephen Winter will be doing a presentation on
Timber Rattlesnakes. This event is open to all Friends members.
Also, on May 13th is the World Migratory Bird Day Kickoff at the
Elmaro Vineyard. Stan Tekiela will be our speaker for the evening
event, hopefully in person this year. Be sure to mark it on your
calendar.
Watch for any upcoming Friends sponsored events on our
Facebook Page.
See you at your Refuge.
-Val Critzman, Friends President

Friends of Trempealeau Refuge
W28488 Refuge Road
Trempealeau, WI 54661
https://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Trempealeau-Refuge100276838553902
http://www.friendsoftrempealeaurefuge.org

Would you like to contact the
refuge? Here’s how!
Call 608-539-2311
For more information visit our website:
http://www.fws.gov/refuge/trempealeau/
Or the refuge Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/
TrempealeauNWR
And “Like” us!

2022 BOARD MEMBERS
President: Val Critzman
Vice-President: Scott Lee
Treasurer: Al Wernecke
Secretary: Jane Wernecke
At Large Board Members
Gary Boyd
Joyce Cielecki
Mark Greylak
Marlene James
Jim Welander
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