Friends of Trempealeau Refuge Inc

W28488 Refuge Rd. Trempealeau, WI 54661

Position Statement regarding CAPX2020 Powerline Proposal

The Trempealeau National Wildlife Refuge Friends organization was formed in 2007 as a non-profit entity to empower public citizens as advocates, supporters and volunteers in concert with the Refuge’s mission of sustaining and managing the refuge’s natural resources for current and future generations.   The Trempealeau National Wildlife Refuge is an important staging area for migratory birds on the internationally important Mississippi flyway, and is operated in coordination with the Upper Mississippi Wildlife and Fish Refuge.   Our group’s  primary focus is on the refuge itself, but we are also concerned about impacts to the Mississippi Flyway and the scenic Mississippi River Valley in which the refuge is located.   It is in this capacity that we put forth this position statement.

If the proposed transmission line is built it will need to cross the Mississippi River at some point.   We urge utility planners and regulators to select a route that minimizes impact on the Mississippi River Valley and the Mississippi Flyway.   We urge selection of a route that does go through the Trempealeau National Wildlife Refuge and does not run along the river valley or on the bluffs adjacent to the river valley, as this is the heart of the flyway and the scenic corridor.
We understand that regulations and economics require the power companies to follow existing lines as much as practical. However, when most of the existing lines were built along the Mississippi, they were placed for convenience without much forethought about protecting wildlife or the beauty of the valley. Let us not make the same mistake now. Options do exist for minimizing the impact on the river valley.  An existing 65kv line running from Alma to Blair to Ettrick has yet to be considered by the CAPX2020 planners even at the urging of the Trempealeau Refuge Manager and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The route would entail about 15 extra miles of line, adding about 10% to the cost of the project. We feel this is a small price to pay to protect an internationally significant wildlife resource, and we strongly request that the CAPX2020 planners  evaluate this option. 
The option that would cross at La Crescent Minnesota/La Crosse Wisconsin would be a second choice that would have less impact on the river valley and flyway than the options that run along the river valley.   This option would also support a proposed wind farm in Minnesota.   Developers of the wind farm have indicated that the selection of this route would assure development of the full capacity of the wind energy project.
The Mississippi River Valley is one of the largest bird migration pathways in North America.  Millions of songbirds, ducks, geese, swans and other birds, including neotropical migrants and threatened and endangered species, travel up and down the river as they move between summer and winter habitats. We would like to strongly encourage your Commission to look at options outside of the Mississippi River Valley for any new power line construction. While both sides of the river valley are currently lined by a multitude of power lines, the vast majority of these lines do not extend above tree height and thus present less of a hazard for bird and bat strikes. The proposed lines  will rise approximately 100 ft above the tops of the tree canopy in the area. and would run for many miles along the river, creating a major strike hazard for birds and bats.  The proposed tall towers and lines will stand out and be the dominate visual feature in the refuge and river valley.  Permanent ecological and visual damage to this internationally important flyway and refuge would result. In addition, these towering proposed lines would effectively subvert the intent of Mississippi River Valley bluffland protections and “viewshed” ordinances in place and being developed by local communities along the river valley.

We urge the use of routes that will keep the transmission lines out of the refuge and out of the Mississippi River Valley to the extent possible, allowing for electric power to flow without permanently damaging this treasured ecological and economical natural resource that so closely affects our quality of life.
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